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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p.am., and read prayers.

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN
MARKETS.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLAXNE asked the
Chief Secretary: 1, Is he aware that the
delay in appointing the—(a) central mar-
keting hoard is seriously inconveniencing
many business people; (b) that one of the
present markefing areas has changed owner-
ship and the tenants will be compelled to
find other premises? 2, Will he make au
carly announcement to permit these tenants
and others involved to—(a) make suitable
temporary arrangements pending the estal,-
lishment of the markets, or (b} permanent
arrangements in the event of its not being
intended to proceed with the work?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
personnel is now being arranged and an
announcement will he made at an early date.

QUESTION--LAND SETTLEMENT,
LAKE KING.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, Is any data available showing the
approximate area available for setflement in
the Lake King district? 2, If so, what is the
extent of the area? 3, When will this land
Le available for selection? 4, Has any maxi-
mum price per acre heen fixed? 5, If so.
how much per acre? 6, Is it intended to give
preference of selection in this area to mi-
grants or group settlers proposed to be re-
moved from their present loeations? 7, Tf
not, will preference of selection bhe given
to discharged szoldiers holding qualification
certificate on a 50 per cent. reduetion in
price basis?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes, 2, 650,000 acres. 3, Detailed classili-
cation by surveyors is proceeding. This will
he followed by subdivision, and making the
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selection—but  several
4, No. 5, Answerad
The question has not yut

land available for
months muost elapse.
by No. 4, Gand?7,
been considered.

PAPERS—RAILWAY PROJECT, GREAT
SOUTHERN-ESPERANCE DISTRICTS.

Hon. H. STEWART: I bave on the
Notice Paper the following mofion—

That all papers relating to the Engineer-in-
Chief’s proposals for the provision of railway
facilities in the eountry lying between the
Great Southern spur lines and the Norseman.
Esperance railway, in P.W.D, file 1863/23 be
iaid on the Table of thie House.

I desire to wmodify that motion in a way
that will be acceptable to the Government,
=0 that no obhjeetion will be raised. I move—-

That the report of the Engincer-in-Chief
recommending a main trunk railway line from
Fremnntle to Esperance, in P.W.D. file 1863/
23 be laid on the Table of the House.

The PRESIDENT : Does the Minister on-
pose leave being given to amend the motion?

The Chief Secretary: No.

The PRESIDENT: Then leave is granted.

The CHIET" SECRETARY: I have re-
evived from the Acting Minister for Works
this afternoon an intimation that the file is
requived by the committee working upon it.
1 sulimitted that jntimation to the hon. mew:-
ber, and subsequently he informed me that
he had interviewed the Acting Minister for
Wiorks who, while offering objection to the
whole of the file being placed on the Table
—on the ground that the committee is about
to prepare reports upon the projected rail-
wauy—had no objection to the tabling of the
Engineer-in-Chief’s report, I understand
that Mr. Stewart now wants only thai re-
port. I have not had time to see the Actinz
Minister for Works, but of course I accept
the assurance of the hon. member.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not desire to
oppose the motion, but I wish to stress arn-
olher phase of the laying of Lhis report o
the Table of the Honse. There is another
party concerned in this proposed report—

The PRESIDENT : I must point eut that
if this motion is of a controversial nature it
cannot be proceeded with until after the
Address-in-reply has been dealt with.

Hon. H. STEWAR'T: By way of a per
sonal explanation: Perhaps it would be
better if I were to move that my notice of
motion be taken to-morrow instead of te-
dav, That would ratify the whole positior.
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¥or to-morrow, I think, the motion will not
be controversial,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Unless we are go-
ing to finish the Address-in-reply debate
to-day, what the hon. member proposes will
not ratify the position. If his motion is
postponed until after the Address-in-reply
debate is concluded it will be in order.

Hon. H. STEWART: Perhaps I may be
permitted to wipe out what has been done,
withdraw my motion and move in lieu of it
that the motion of which I gave notice te
postponed until the next sitting of the
House.

Leave granted aceordingly.

MOTION—TRATFIC ACT.
To disaliow Regulations.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon., G. Potter:—

That tlie  regulations preseribing omnibus
routes Nos. 7, 16, 20, 42, 48, 54 and 55, under
*The Traffic Act, 1919-1926,’’ published in
the *‘Government Gazette’'’ on the 22nd July,
1927, and laid upon the Table on the Znd
August, 1927, he and are hereby disallowed.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Metropolitan-Suburban) [4.43]: The Chief
Secretary said vesterday that there was o
conflict of opinions genevally in regard to
the routes. We can quite see that is so. It
appears to me there is no unanimify among
the authorities themselves about the control
of these vehicles. I have here a copy of the
“‘Government Gazette,” dated the 22nd July,
containing regulation No. 53 prescribing
that the taxi cars for Cottesloe shall start
from Bazaar-tervace. Ther, in the issne
of the 29th July there is a notification
of a stand on the south side of St. George's-
terrace for three ecars, provided that the
stand shall he nsed only for ears ruoning on
the North Cottesloe service. And this later
notification is covered in a letter from the
Town Clerk of Perth to the Mayor of
Cottesloe. Clearly the Government pub-
lished a statement on the 28nd July as to
where the taxis should stand, and on the
20th July we have, alse in the “Government
Gazette,” a different starting point for taxis.
T have visited the proposed starting place,
Whilst I do not consider it a desirable spot
to start from, that difficalty might be over-
come by the installation of a number of
lights, and a clearing np of the footpaths in
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the vieinity. I am aoxions to do everything
possible for those in authority. I had a
long experience as Mayor of the city, and
know something of the difficulties with which
the authorities are faced. I have always
endeavoured to fall in with their wishes. I
do not offer any direet opposition to the
corner of Bazaar-terrace and William-street
as a starting place and a terminus for the
Fremantle taxis, bot I fecl that a great deal
will have to be done to light the vieinity
hetter and make it more attractive. In that
respect I am prepared to waive any objee-
tion 1 may have. I have interviewed In-
spector Hunter and realise some of the diffi-
culties he has to contend with. It is unfor.
tunate that we are compelled to accept or
reject all these regulations that have been
lnid on the Table. In the ecireumstances,
having regard to the outery from Coitesloe,
I am prepared to vote in favour of the
motion. The ontery at Cottesloe has not
arisen from the taxi drivers or the motor
bus people. It is a genuine complaint from
the residenty of this popular locality.

Hon. G, Potter: The same thing applies
to Fremantle.

Hon. 8ir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: The
Fremantle case is I the hands of better
exponents, and I will leave it to them to
deal with. I wish particularly to stress the
difficulties at Cottestoe. This happens to be
part of the great dominion I represent. In
analysing the complaint as fo the proposed
deviation, one can hardly vealise what the
Advisory Board had in mind when it in-
augurated the new system. If it is conceded
that the railways are to be the secondary
consideration and that the convenience of
the people is to be studied first, the authori-
ties are not going the right way abous
achieving this objeet. The new route which
it is desited to bring into operation for the
Coticsloe taxis will disconneet a great num-
her of people from the nse of those ecave
Tt is a duty enst upon all citizens {o-day to
help the Government both in regard to tram-
wavs and railways. Motor transport has;
however, come to stay. We are not able on
the railways to eater for all the people.
Motor cars now rvun every few minutes,
whereas the trains do not run as conveni-
enfly. A big meeting was recently held at
Cottesloe. and so hig was it that the econ-
veners had to engage a lavger hall.  The
meeting was composed of residents of the
locality, not of taxi or motor bus owners,
hnt of the people dircetly affected.  They
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are very strong in their opposition to the
proposed route. While I would be prepared
to aceept many of the regulations, we are
faced with the position either of accepting
the whole or none, and in the circumstances
I am compelled to vote for their disallow-
ance, A great deal has been published in
the Press with regard to the outery from
Cottesloe. 1 believe it to be perfectly
genuine, A great number of people will be
cut off entirely from the conveniences that
are now provided. There has been no de-
mand from the people concerned for any
variation in the present ronte. I hope wise
counsels will prevail, and that some method
will be arrived at by which those interested
will be consulted, and a solution of the diffi-
culty, that will be in the best interests of all
eoncerned, will be brought about.  The
“(Government (Gazette” that I read shows
clearly that there is no consensus of opinion
on the part of the authorities. A regulation
was published on 22nd July and another set
was published on the 29th July. If one is
to supersede the other the Cottesloe taxis
will have the right to start from St
George's-terrace, and this right will be
denied to the others. On account of the
manner in which it is propesed to alter the
Cottesloe ronte, and beeause we must take
the regulations as a whole, I must vote for
the motion,

On mwotion by Hon. J. AL Macfarlane,
debate adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Sizth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON W. T. GLASHEEN (South-East)
[{4.52]): It was not my intention to speak
this aftcrnoon. 1 was, however, informed
that Mr. Burvill was not prepared to pro-
ceed, and, in deference to the wishes of the
Leader of the House that we should get
on with the debate as speedily as possible,
I consented to play my part this afternoon.
T have not prepared any notes, and as a e¢on-
sequence if my remarks are somewhat dis-
connected T hope members will bear with
me, Perbaps at no time in the history of
the State have we had such splendid indies-
tions of a bumper harvest all over the State.
Not only in regard to wheat are these indica-
tions apparent, but they are also apparent
in the case of the wool yield. So far as my

.
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knowledge goes this is the first time in our
history when the general climatie conditions
have been favourable from one end of ihe
State to the other. Whetlier in the furthest
nerth or down south things could not look
better. We may not realise our anticipa-
tions, because the season is yet young. Any-
thing may bappen hetween now and harvest
time, but seeing that we have had no ex-
cessive rains this winter and that there is
every prospect of getting suflicient rains for
the remainder of the winfer, there iz évery
reason to believe that our antieipations wiil
be realised. I listened with great attention
yesterday afternoon to one of the best
speeches I have ever heard Mr. Cornell de-
liver on the mining question. He dealf with
it in a wonderfully logical manner, but spoilt
an otherwise excellent speech by onc state-
ment he made towards ifs conclugion. T
tkink he made the remark without knowing
what he meant, and without perhaps giving
mueh thought to what he said. I was sur-
prised to hear him remark that as far as he
was able to gather the great body of citizens
of this State did not care a tuppeny stawp
whether we had a defieit or a surplus.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Quite right, too.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: I am sorry to
hear some people agree with the hon. mem-
ber.

Hon. J. Cornell: What I intended to say
was that only five per cent of them cared.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They will know ail
about it presently.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: T was under
the impression that we came to this House
to assist in bringing abouf prosperous eot-
ditions, and that the greatest indication of
prosperity was the Parliamentary Budget.
[f we had a surplus it was ap indication of
prosperity, and if we had a defieit it was
an indieation that things were not as we de-
sired them to Be. As a taxpayver I have
always felt that if there was a surplus there
wans a possibility of having taxation zc-
duced, and thal if there was a deficit there
wns n strong possibility of its being in-
creased, Seeing that that is the sequence
of a surplus or a deficit, and that every man
objects to a deficit, I can only say that, if
the great majority of our citizens do not care
a tuppeny stamp whether there is a defieit
or surplus, we must in a great measurc be
wasting our time by coming to the House.
T hope Mr. Cornell was wrong in his state-
nient, and I certainly think he is. T think
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the great body of ocur people are taking
things more seriously than was indieated by
Mr. Corneil’s remurks.

Hoen. J. Cornell: I do not think members
could quote any item in the monthly state-
ments which would tend very much to in-
terest the publie in peneral.

Hon, W, T. GLASHEEN: I should be
sorry to think that the hon. wember’s state-
ment was correct, and that a surplus was
used ouly at election time in order to pull
tLe wool over the people’s eyes. 1 have not
heen present at all the sittivgs of the ses-
sion and T have not very much knowledge
as to the lines upon which {he debate has
proceeded. A brief run throngh “Hansard,”
hoewever, shows me that up to the present
not a word has been said about the big noise
that was nade over roll stuffing at election
Lime,

Hon. B. H. Gray: That was an eleetion-
eering Jdodge.

Hon. E. H. Harris: There have been only
half a dozen speeches.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: The interjce-
tion suggests that the matier wall yet be
dealt with. 1 have never yet and never will
acense any Ministry or any individual in
sueh Ministry of eorruption unless 1 am cer-
tain of the facts beforehand. Before people
make such aceusations they should be certain
of the iruth of their staiements. Members
of this Chamber, through the 1’ress and on
the platform, acelaimerd to the public that
corruption was about, and that the rolls had
heen stuffed, and 1 candidly say [ am not
inelined to believe that there was very mueh
in the statements.

Hon. K. H. Gray: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN : But this is

the point I em leading up to. When
the Main Roads Board was appointed
the desire was expressed that that

hody should he free from political con-
trol as far as possible, and we went
te no end of pains, remembering the
immense amount of money tha board would
have at its disposal to spend, to see thut
aur desire was carried out. Tf the -tale-
ments that have been made concerninz the
manner in which the board earried o their
operations during election time, are not
true, and if the board, as well as tie Giov-
ernment, are innocent of the aceusations
that have been made against them. the
hoard should be the very first to {ake
action in the direction of having an in-
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vestigation made. 8o far nothing ha:
been said about an inquiry, but I hope and
trust that some form of inguiry will be
instituted to find out whether there was
anything in the statements made. I ~ca-
tend that if a commission, or whatever
form the inquiry might take, were ap-
appointed, and it was found that there was
snbstance in what was said, the Goveru-
ment would have to be censured. I do not
think it will be possible to get at the facls
unless there is a commission of inquiry.
Were I a member of the board, and were
I innocent of the charges made in connee-
tion with the election, I would be a most
enthusiastic advocate for an investigation.

Hon. E. H. Harris: To what board are
you referring?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN : The Main
Roads Board. I had the privilege of speak-
ing on many platforms during the eleetion
campaign, but I always went this far and
no further: I said it was a great pity that
the nomadic voter, who had no interest in
any particular electorate, should come
along and be allowed to declare why ~hoalil
represent the clectorate for the ensuing
three years, and then leave the distriet.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Would youn disfran-
chise them altogether? They had their postal
vote {ranchise.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: I just said 1t
wag o pity that this kind of thing sheuld
be allowed; I never went further than
that on the public platform. We come nuw
to the Vermin Aet. T do not know of .
legislation that has been more rebelled
aganst than this. The total revenue to L:
raised hy taxation under that Act will e
approximately £40,000. We objected to
the quota carried by the agrieu!turaj n-
dustry as compared with that earricd by
the pastoral industry. Speaking from
memory, the ratio was £28,000 in tha agri-
cultural arveas and €10,000 in the vasztoral
areas.

Hon. H. Stewart: Tt is a shame.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN : A summary
of the postion is this: we are approximatcly
fifty-fifty in regard to sheep. That is to
say, there are as many sheep in the pas-
toral as in the agrieultural areas, and
therefore the allocation of the amount that
should he borne by the two indusitries
should also be fifty-fifty. Speaking as a
farmer and sheep owner, I have no ohjea-
tion to the dingo tax: T welcome it, pro-
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vided, of course, the tax will resnlt in
destroying the pest. 1 think if is an ex-
cellent insurance, rrespective of the ratio.
it it rids the counntry of dingoes. bui I
~ay, s0 far as the £2 bonus for dingo secalps
is concerned, whilst it might Dbe effective
in the North-West, where the dingoes are
thirk, in the agricnltural areas, where
there may be only an occasional dog, it
does not act as a remedy, for the simple
reason that there are no expert trappers.
The catehing of dingoes is one of the most
expert jobs known,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Mr. Burges, repre-
senting the pastoralists, says that you can
poison any dingo.

Hon. W, T, GLASLHEEXN :
expert, 1 believe him.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I do not think he is
an expert.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: I consider
tliat the most effective way of dealing with
the pest is to secure the services of a num-
ber of the most expert dog trappers to be
found—and a great number of them can
he found in the State. These men should
he employed by the central authority, and
when an isolated dog comes into a loeality
it should be possible to go to the central
authority and ask for the services of the
expert. Years age I had a dog in my flock.
He worried the sheep for over three years,
and in that period got nearly 200 of them.
I tried to eateh the doz and my neighbours
alan tried to cateh it. Eventually we did
eateh it by a ruse, and we found that it
was not a dingo at all but that it was a dog
helonging to my next door neighbour. If
we had had an expert from Perth in that
particular ease, T am suve that in a day
or two the dog would have been captured.
Previons to that time, another neighbour,
who was an expert in catehing dingoes, got
every dingo that came into the distriet. [
desire particularly to impress this upon the
House, that he made application to the
anthorities to be employed at £600 a year,
and in return for that sum he guaranteed
that any man, given the seeret that he
possessed, would be able to rid the eountry
of the pest. I believe his was a simple
secret and he was prepared to sell it for
£600. He said be would travel all over the
State, meet the vavious laecal bodies, and
tell them how to eateh the dogs, and he
added that afterwards all would be nble
to cateh the pest as easily as he had done.

As he is an
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The reply that this man got was that there
was 10 provision on the Estimntes for any
such expenditure, and his offer was turned
down. 1 contend that if the services of
sueh & man were secured at the present
time great benefit would aecrue froio his
employment. I desire to say something
abont our railways. On the Table of the
House we have a sketeh of a1 comprchensive
scheme for which, during the past several
veuwrs, we have been agitating and in faet
dreaming about., 1 congratulate those
responsible for the sketeh. and on at last
having set aut a scheme in conerete form.
To riy way of thinking, any person perus-
ing it will say, that if it is carried irtn
cffect, it will open up one of the most
thinly populated parts of the State. Tt is
almost a young continent in itself, eapaile
of supporting thousands of people, and I
hope and trust that the time wil! not he
long before we will have the sicel rails
traversing the route indicated. But I am
not at all optimistic because of the fuet
that there s a distinet tendency towards
pessimism arising out of the dilly-dallying
in connection with the railway poliey that
requires to be earried out in this grew:
State of ours. T think the total mile-
are of the comprehensive scheme which
consists of a line from Southern Cross {n
Albany, linking np all those unsatisfaetosy
dead-ends and giving practically the whole
of that vast country aceess to its natural
port with the exception of the suggested
Brookton-Armadale and Corrigin to Kal-
zarin  lines, will be approximately 500
or perhaps 550 miles. [ am in keeping
with Mr. Stileman’s recomnmendation as fur
a8 Ralgarin is econccrned, hut at the present
tiine, with our want of knowledge of the
country beyond that pomt, I*consider it is
as far as it should go. If we are to wait
for the 330 miles to be constrected and wait
also for the 600 miles, the eonstruction of
which, I believe, has heen authorised, we shall
all be well and truly dead. Our children
also will be dead before the project eomes to
fruition. Seeing that we have 40 or 50 peo-
Me readv to apply for every block of land
that is thrown open, and sering that thous-
ands of blocks will he made available, given
railway Tacilities, in that vast provinee, I
should like to say, as I have said hefore,
that I hope the Government will become a
little more eourageous in the raising of
money for railway construetion. If we go
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into figures, it will be found that at the
present cost of railway construetion the link-
ing up vight through by the Stileman scheme
trom Brookton to Armadale and on to Kal-
garin, the construction of the north-south
line from Southern Cross to Albany and the
linking of Ravensthorpe with Pingrup would
entail an ontlay of a mere two millions of
money, and the inferest charge per annum,
on that sum per head of population would
amount to the price of attending one picture
show, namely 3s. Seeing that the interest on
that expenditure would be only 5Hs. per head
per apnum and that the railway would en-
able hundreds and perhaps thousands of
peuple to be settled, I maintain that if we
have the faith we profess in this great coun-
trey, it should not be foolish to horrow the
two millions of money for the work. During
the regime of the previous Goverment, they
construeted a total of 150 miles of railway
in three vears, which was 50 miles a year, At
that rate of progress it will take us 12
vears to construct the railways at present
anihorised. The land along the routes of the
anthorised lines is well and traly settled. The
people have gone there in anticipation of the
railways being built, There is hardly a bloek
ot land to be obtained anywhere along those
rontes. Most of the people applying for land
are migrants and, if all the blocks adjacent
to authorised railways are vceupied, where
are we going to put the migrants# The gronp
wettlement seheme has been discontinned for
-he moment; no more migrants can be ob-
surbed there. The English people whoe are
weing brought here and eannot obtain land
vill be absolutely and positively the worst
idvertisement for the State in the Old Land,
weause they individmally write to their
‘riends and tell them that thongh they were
nformed they®eould get land in Western
Lustralia, application after application has
woved unsuccessful.  So I stress the faet
hat everything this great stretch of country
yromises, provided railway facilities are
4ven, indicates that we should go on with
he proposal, borrow an extra couple of mil-
ions of money and allow the cheap migra-
jon money now available to be utilised to
vertake the arrears of railway construetion
v the building of the authorised lines.
‘here has been a great agitation, in fact I
right deseribe it as a battle of the routes.
the Kalgarin people are fighting tooth and
ail to get the Stileman scheme, which will
anneet Kalgarin with Kondinin, whereas
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the Lake Grace people want the railway to
go from there und connect with Kalgarin.
There is a prevailing opinion that the con-
struction of the ome line would to some ex-
tent disqualify the construction of the other.
1 know that country, and I say without hesi-
tation that the construction of the line from
Lake Graee to Kalgarin would not nullify
the claims for the construction of the line
trom Kalgarin to Kondinin, or vice versa. 1
hope we shall push on with a comprehensive
scheme of railway construetion, partienlarly
il we Jink up the Brookfon-Armadale section.
Tt will provide a means of revenue produe-
tion from wheat and wool that we are all
50 desirous of obtaining, The question of the
groups is one of the biggest public questions
claiming the attention of the country. At pre-
sent much division of opinion exists regard-
ing the group settlements. I hope that those
peovle who hold the view that group settle-
ment is a white elephant will not express it,
secing what group seitlement means to this
State. I trust they will be loyal enough to
the State and to all that the group system
stands for fervently to pray that their
opinions will he falsified rather than to le
able to say, “I told you s0.” No system of
migration has been so widely advertised as
has group settiement. The British Delegation
who visited Western Australia were shown
our groups pariiculariy and eulogised them
all over the world. Group seitlement has
been the guiding star of other migration pro-
posals and if, after all that wide publicity,
the group system fails, it.will strike the
zreatest blow at the credit of the State that
has ever been known in its history. At the
same {ime let me sound this note of pessim-
ism. One cannot help thinking we need to
he very earcful indeed. The Federal Minister
for Markets in the person of Mr. Paterson
fold wus vyesterday somecthing of the
Paterson scheme. Under that scheme the
people of Australia have ziven producers 3d.
per Ib. extra to enable them to make a living.
That has set me thinking. 1 the people in
the Eastern States who have been bred fo
the industry, know it frem A to 7, have been
engaged in it for generations, have most
fertile land, all developed years ago when
costs were low and now highly fertilised and
as prolific as posstble, much of it under irri-
zation; if those people, I repeat, are unable
to make a living withont the help of 3d.
per 1b. per medium of the Paterson scheme,
we at least have ground to fear for the sne-
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cess of group settlement in this State. I
hope that all members of Parliament and all
people in the community will apply their
nnited wisdom to make our groups success-
ful. Statements have been made about the
high eosts of group settlement. I am not
surprised at the eost; what does surprise
me is that the costs are not higher. In spite
of the accusations made from time to time
abont the administration, the overseers and
in fact everybody connected with the scheme,
T eontend that, considering the raw material
with which the departmental officials had to
work, they have done as well as eould he
expected. We have brought here from ILon-
don people who previously had never had
an axe in their hands and had never used
a pick.

Hon., Sir William Lathlain:
our fathers.

Hon, W. T. GLASHEEN: And we send
them into the bush in the South-West. Any
persen with the bush instinet, looking at the
gigantic frees and considering their thick-
ness and profusion, eannot expect a man
from London, unused to anything but
driving a quill, to supply the labour io
produce results. If anyone contends other-
wise he does not understand the joh. T
have seen a man, skilled in the nse of the
axe and of fire for clearing, go into the
bush side by side with a man knowing
nothing of the job—a “pommy” from Lon-
don—just the kind of labour employed in
developing the groups, and the man of ex-
perience has cleared 20 acres while the
other has not cleared half an acre. That
sort of thing can be seen in any part of
the State, and it goes to show the ecrudeness
of the labour with which the department
are endeavouring to do the job.

Hon. J. Ewing: How long would it take
them to learn the job?

Hon. W, T. GLASHEEN : Some men will
never leayn. Jf it is late in life when they
lake it om, they will never learn. Many
people think it requires nothing but
stupidity to use an axe or a pick, but it
requires training just as does anything
else.

Hon. G. Potter: Adaptability also counts.

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Quite so.

Hon. G. Potter: The most suecessful
vettler on the Peel Estate is an ex-London
hus driver.

Hon. W, J, Mamm: Some of the settlers
bave been using a pick all their lives.

Neither had
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Hon. W. T. GLASHEEX: This brings
me to the question of inefficient labonr. The
whole tendency of the world has been in the
direction of harncssing eapital with great
inventions and the great results of seientific
research, and to that we owe our hich stand-
ard of living. I make this statement, and 1
am not aware that it has been made before,
that while we have made wonderful strides
in massed production, foreed upon us it is
true by economic eircumstances, we are to
a great exfent producing butter and en-
deavouring to develop the groups by the
same old-time methods that were adopted
40 or 50 years ago with the exception, per-
haps, that to-day up-to-date milking ma-
chines are used. In the manufacture of
motor cars, boots, and everything else neces.
sity has compelled individual effort to givc
way to massed production, and yet we are
cndeavouring to carry on dairying by time.
worn methods. I have nohesitation in assert-
ing that if the men on the groups were
allowed to earn the basic wage and de-
manded a five instead of a seven-day week,
the holidays that other sections of the com-
munity enjoy and the pleasures of picture
shows, racecourses, ete., it would he impos-
sible to get butter in thiz State at 4s. a lb.
It is just beecause men and women are wear-
ing out their lives in slavery that we have
cheap butter to-day. I know nothing abou!
timber, but I was told eertain things at Den-
mark, and I may add that the person wh:
teld me did not know to whom he was talk-
ing. He said to me, “Do you know thai
on some of the groups the settlers were told
that as soon as they oceupied their blocks
they must start to ring the timber, to kill
it? In two or three years’ time it is com-
mercially dead and unseless, and on hundred:
of acres of these blocks there was karrl and
jarrah of a value of £400 or £500 per aere”
Does it not seem that in this there is a great
waste?

Hon, J. Nicholson: Did the oversecra tel
the settlers to ring the timber?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEX: I do not know
I can only bear out what I was told by sayx-
ing that with my own eyes I saw hundred:
and hundreds of acres ringbarked. Some
hody must have ordered the job to be done
Hon. W. J. Mann: What kind of timber!

Hon, W. T. GLASHEEN: Karri anc
jarrah. It has oceurred to me that if we ar
to give these people the eurrent standard ol
living and all that is meant by democracy
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we shall have to put a stop to individnal
effort in the butter industry. As surely as
night follows day, if the butter industry is
to be a =ound, desirable industry, we must
introduce mass production into it. May I
visualise the proposition in this way? Take,
for instance. n 20,000-scre patch in the
South-West. 1 presume there is such a
patch in the Sonth-West, 1f we are to get
the proposition up to a point of eficieney
ihat has been found absolutely necessary in
the cvonomie scheme of things, we take hold
of thut 20,000-acre patch by harnessing it
Just as mdustry has been harnessed with
capital and scientific invention and scientifie
rescarch. The individual would be merged
in that great hody of efficiency. I cannot
for the life of me szee why great capital
shonld b concentrated only on transitory

things that are here to-day and gone
to-morrow—motor ears or women's silk
stockings. Big combines of ecapital and

seientific invention and specialism shounld
also be applied to such matters as the
butter industry. They are now applied to
stich transient things as I have mentioned,
and evidently theve is sufficient faith in re-
turn: for such businesses to continue. As
long as there has been human life, probabiy,
the product of the cow has been used. Peo-
ple have always eaten butter, and presum-
ably they always will do so. Butter is a
world’s commedity thai will never suffer
from changes of fashion, but will always be
necessary. I eannot but think that if assist-
ance and enconragement were given to capi-
tal in Western Ausiralia, there could be
mass production of butter in the South-
West, A company might be floated to worlc
a 20,000-acve block sueh as 1 have suggested.
The first thing the company would do woull
nat he to put people from London on that
block to clear gigantie trees. For a start
the company would construet a light line
inlu the bloek, a line such as Mr. Hedges
built at Kurrawang, and such as the timher
interests in the South-West eonstruet. The
company would run a line inte the middle of
the group, and then would supply the best
machinery and the best efficiency possible
to the conversion of the commercial Hnber
on the bloek. I understand that the ecapitai
resulting from the sale of that timber, about
£400 or £300 per aere, would practieally
clear the holding. In the groups there is
division of effori. We sce the bedraggled
wan who owns a few cows, amd the clildrer
who are as hedraggled as he ’s; and possi-
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bly therc avre a couple of starved-looking
dogs. They march ount into the bush every
morning—individuality is everywhere—and
bring in the cows and milk them in the
crudest manner possible, by a process that
is Far from hygienie, milk them in filth which
becomes wived with the wilk sometimes.
With that great inefficiency arising from onr
having little patches of cream all over the

place that reach the faetory only oc-
casionally, we expeet the production
of prime butter. Let us assume that

capital is provided to deal with the job
of working o 20,000-acre proposition. The
breeding of cattle is a highly specialised pro-
cuss, and the best expert obtainable in that
line would be on the block. The growth of
pastures is another highly speecialized job,
and the best specialist available would be
there on the spot. We have heard from
air. Mann and Mr. Burvill that voe of the
chief disabilities of the Sonth-West is that
one eannot get continuity theve ns regards
rfodder. Those hon. members said the solu-
tion of the difficulty was the establishwent
of silos, by which fodder could be bottled
up when it wns plentiful to be used when
it was scarce. Little silos everywhere would
not be nesded. With systematised mass pro-
duetion which has been found essential in
mactically every other industry, one gets
specialisation.  Scnsible people woald eo-
operate with their labourers and give them
a share in the returns. 1 contend that if
butter is to be produced at a cost within
the means of the people generally, while at
the same tinie those engaged in the butter
trade nre to be maintained at that standard
of living of which we are all so proud, the
only course i5 to deal with butter produetion
as we have dealt wtih the production of other
commodities that we nced. What would it
aost to-day to have a moior car manufae-
tured by the village blacksmith?  Assume
that the village blacksmith insists on the high
standard of living that has evolved, on the
tenaney of a £1,000 house, on good clothes,
good cducation, good food, good beer and
all the rest of it. Such a village blacksmith
could not produce a motor car for the pub-
lic under £3,000 or £4,000. The same things
are hehind the production of butter as are
behind the production of women's silk stoek-
ings. With the exception of minor appliea-
cations of what we call up-to-date methads,
the butter producers are expected to supply
by entirely antiquated processes prime but-
ter at a cost within the financial capacity
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of the general public. I voice these few
sentiments. The people who produce butter,
just like the people who produce shoes or
apy other article, arve entitled to a high
standard of living, To-day we are getting
cheap butter beeauvse in the economic schemia
of things bufter is being produced under
conditions apvroximating slavery.

Hon. J. Ewing: What would become of
the small holder producing bufter? Would
he beecome a servant then? Your idea is
Utopian,

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: When British
capital built the firgt railway in China, the
Clinese said, “It is no good to us,” anid
they smashed it to pieces. In England the
same thing occnrred.  The people said,
“This railway is n curse; it will out our
liorses and our carts.” The people who built
carts expressed themselves to the same
effect. All the interests, by every means in
their power, rebelled against the railways.
And the great mass of workers have always
saidl the same thing upon the introduction
of machinery or labhour-saving devices, When
the factory system evolved, they rebelled
and broke the machinery. Bat in the great
scheme of things, greater efficieney pro-
duces greater wealth for everybody, and
more work.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Australia will not gain
tnuch from motor cars, tractors and so forth,
seeing that all the money for their purchaz«
goes to America,

Hon. W. T. GLASHEENX : That interjea-
tion rather snrprises me. I am not aware
that anyone in this country buys a tractor
or i mofor car for fun. When I bought one
T hought it hecanse it was & business pro-
position.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: But was it a business
proposition for the Commonwealth?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: Absclutely, in
order to goin individual efficiency. I con-
tend that the wmotor car, even though pro-
duced in America, is one of the greatest civ-
ilising faetgrs Australia has known. It has
hrought the isolated outhack people together,
and added to the efficiency of our peopie as
i whole. With the aid of an Americim
tractor a farmer can now put in 1,000 acres
of crop alone. If Australia thinks she is
petting notbing out of tractors and motor
ears, she is entively mistoken. By renson
of the added wealth produced lere, we get
a great deal ont of traetors and mater eurs.
The subjeet of fruit T will let alone. Trouht-
less Mr. Mann will blow it to ribhons wien
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he gets up. Now I come to the great indus-
trial question. There ave people ahout --I
belicve there are some in this Chamber—
who persistently declare that they caunod
support the bssic wage. All 1 ean sav is
that I wish any person holding that view,
if ke is in comfortable cirevmstances, wicht
he less eomfortable for a while, at all events
to (ke extent of having to try whai living
on e basie wage means, having regurl to
the igh standard of living ond the hizh esst
of evervthing, Personally I would ratler
be inclined to say that the basie wage ig not
sufficient, providing that people work,

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: Does that apply
to rural workers?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: To any-
one, if his industry can stand it. When
it comes fo a question of efficiency,
hon. members can go to some of the farms
in the wheat belt where the farmers ave
struggling along in thelr individeal wayz.
They have not gone in for efficient produe-
tion. On many wheat farms are to be found
nen who, while they will rebel with al! the
venom and langunage they ean command,
against the payment of £2 in e¢onneetion
with the vermin tax, are content to leave,
possibly, £2,000 worth of expensive machin-
ery lying about their property uncovered
and being destroyed by the weather. That
is usnally the type of man that lodges such
eomplaints. To a eertuin degree we cannot
blame anyone for this position. The foct
remains, however, thnt inefficiency, to a
great extent, prevents agrieulturists from
paying high wages and shounldering all the
disabilities that they have to suffer heennss
of the tariff and the high cost of living, ex-
penses that they cannot pass on.

Hon. G. Potter: Do you =ay that th:
farming community ean de that and shll
sell their ecommodities in the world’s mar-
leets?

Hon, W, T. GLASHEEXN: T do not. Ta-
day some people wax eloquent about our
great prosperity, but do hon. members ever
appreciate the faet tha: that prosperity is
really based on 2 fluke? If hon. members
throw their minds back to the period prior
to the war, and have taken the trouble to
study statisties, they will find that for 10
vears before that period the price of wheat
was 3s. a bushel and that of wool was cou-
respondingly low. Those prices were ap-
proximately 100 per cent. below present
rates, Since the war the price of wheat has
risen owing to force of cirenmstances over



196

which no Parliament has had control. With-
out fear of eontradiction, I assert that had
it not been for prevailing world conditions
that brought abouot this rise in prices for
the output of primary industries, there
would have been practically no such indus-
tries left here at all, beeause they eould not
have continued to exist at the old prices.
The pastoral industry eould not have con-
tinued had the price of wool remained at
the pre-war level, The change has been
brought about by the revolutionary state of
Russia foreing that eountry out of the mar-
ket.  Formerly, that country always had »
levelling influenece on the ruling price of
wheat. Then America, through her negleet
of agriculture, also went off the market and
at the same time China, Japan and other
Eastern nations consumed an ever-inereasing
quaniity of wheat. Beeause of this sei of
eircumstanee, we are now getting between
Js. and fs a bushel for owr wheat, and that
has brought about the present great pros-
perity in spite of all Governments and all
legislation.

Hon. Sir William ELathlain: You must
remember that over o million more people
are born eaeh year to eab more wheat.

Hon, W. T. GLASHEEN: I adniit that.
As to the industrial position, I hope with all
sincerity that in fuiure the same thonght
and intelligenee that the industrial people
hrought to bear on their organising work for
the purpose of fizhting, will be exereised in
the direction of encouraging co-operative
cfforts hetween themselves and capitalists.

Hon. B. H. Gray: But the capitalists will
not eo-operate! That is the trouble.

Hon, W. T. GLASHEEN: I will give the
industrinl movement eredit for this faet.
The fault is on one side no more than on
the ather. The blame is equally with beth.
[ have not yet learnt of a eapitalist, who
wis worth a tuppeny stamp, rising to a state
of affluence withont access to Labour,
nor have T ever heard of a single labourer,
worth a tuppeny stamp, who had not har-
nessed his labour to Capital. The greatest
seientists and inventors have provided the
world with woniderful means of produetion
and they have played their part. Capital
and labour have been harnessed to those
vrent sciences and inventions, but if we are
to reach a state of perfection as between the
factors of Lahour and Capital, it can be
brougzht about only when the labouring
classes become possessed of the belief that
thev must organise to co-operate with the
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capitalists, and the capitalists are obsessed
with the same idea. Nothing is surer, if we
are to maintain our high standard of living,
than that capital and labour must get to-
gether in a co-operative effort. We have a
wonderful illustration of that in Ameriea,
but still we had better not say too muel
about that country! There are some peopls
who will be here soon who may undermins
some of our illusions. On the other hand,
we know of Henry Ford's work in Ameriea
and his co-operation with labour. He has
never had a strike in his works and he has
never paid below the wages demanded by
unionists. By means of eo-operation, he
has got the best out of his men and they
are well paid for it. By this method My
Ford has made himself the richest man iu
the world and provided the people of the
world with a convenienee that is to be seen
cverywhere. In fact T believe that recently
the Ford works turned out the sixty-
millionth ear. That is an example of what
can he done by means of co-operation.
Here, tov, with a rising eost of living, we
have an illustration of what the fight he-
tween capital and labour really means, If
we are to develop this ecountry, it can only
be with capital and labour working together
in harmony. The tendency to fight is
reminiscent of the nigger tribes of anecient
history. Those niggers believed that their
very existence depended upon fighfing and
bashing the other fellows off the earth,
Nowadays we are all human and I confes.
I do not know of any eapitalist who is not
trying to get as much as he can out of labour
and to work his men as long as he ean, while
on the other band I know of no worker who
ig not trying te get as much as he can for
as few hours of work as possible. ILet us
not hlame the worker. If circumstances
arose to-morrow under which capitalists
were compelled to earn their own living,
they would very soon become the vietims of
their new environment, and it would not be
long before the views of yvesterday were
changed to those of the immediate present
and they would be fighting the fight of the
inboorer. They would endeavour to get as
much money as they could for as little work
as possible, On the other hand, if the great-
est Labour agitater in the world were to
suddenly become possessed of wealth, he,
tao, would become the vietim of his environ-
ment and would develop the ideas of the
capitalist. Thus we are all human, gov-
orned by natnre which is the same at the top
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as at the hottom. I hope industrial strife
will cease and that intelligence will be
appliecd to a co-operative effort between
capital and labeur. If Lhat is done we will
be able to improve our standard of living
and yet the community will be able to stand
up to il. I wish to deal with that hardy an-
nual—Protection. We had a long disserta-
tion on this question this morning at a con-
fercnee in the city., Somcone speaking there
said what T bave tried so many times to put
before hon, members. In a nutshell, he said
that the prevailing opinion in Australia re-
garding Protection was just that which had
heen promulgated through the Press, from
publie plntforms, and through other avenues
of communication. It was that if we pro-
tect our =econdary indusiries, we will build
up a consutting home population that will
make the farming industry prosperous. The
claim was that it was better to do that than
to depend upon overseas parity prices,

Hon. H. Stewart: That was the great
stunt in the Sydney “Bulletin.”

Hon. W, T. GLASHEEN: That is the ar-
gument for Proteetion.

Ion. i, W, Miles: That is what M.
Bruce calls the Austealian poliey.

Hon. H. Stewart: For which he dis-
claims any vesponsibility.

Hon. . W. Miles: No, that is the Mel-
hourne and Sydney policy.

Hou. W. T. GLASHEEN: I wish to men-
tion vune of the greatest hooks ever written
on economic subjects by a person who, until
hie wrote the book, was praetically unknown.
1 vefer to “The Great 1llusion,” by Norman
Angell. He was a London banker, well np
in banking civeles. He was a great student
of political ceonomy, industrial legislation
and so on, He wrote that book prior to the
war and it had the greatest reeeption from
Press and publie alike in every part of the
world, greater than was aceorded any other
hook before or since. It was quoted in the
British Parliament, in the German Reich-
stag, and in the Parliaments of many other
countries, while every prominent newspaper
culogised the great originalily of the work,
Norman .ngell preached of the great fallacy
of war and urged thkut the conquering
nation was the nation that lost. Every claim
that he made in that book was proved as the
result of the great war. Subsequently Nornan
Angell went to Ameriea in order to study the
so-called greal prosperity of that country.
He applied o the problem his keen ana-
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lytical mind, the gualities of which had been
recognised and eulogised all over the world,
As the result of what he saw, Angell pre-
dieted that in 20 years time the greatest
chaos would prevail there. He prophesied
that Dbanking institutions would tumble
down and that indusirizl chaos would rank
in that eountry as it had vanked in no other
part of the world. Whether he will ke proved
right or wrong in his prediction, remains to
be seen, but in view of his writings in “The
Great Ilnsion,” T am inclined to think that
he will e right.

Hon. (. W. Miles: What will happen in
Melbourne and Sydney, then?

Hon. W. T. GLASHEEN: He said that
if they left the cities of .\meviea and went
into the ecountry the eontrast would be
found to be so great as to be unbelievable.
He spid the banks were toppling over by
the hundred every day, and that there was
a feeling of unrest among the people, who
were not metting a decent living from the
soil.  They were leaving their farms in
thousands, and the first man to come along
could piek up a farm for nothing. My
point is that if there were anything in the
statement of the protectionist people, that
the secondary industries wounld build up
consuming markets for the primary pro-
ducers, the primary producers of America
to-day shounld be the most prosperous in
the weorld. However, there you have the
condition of things in Awmerica. It shounld
egive us food for thought. If this mad
poliex of protection continues, we shall
tiud onr weak spot all vight, It has struek
our 1ining industry already, and the
mining industry is dead. IHad not the
ereat burden of the protective policy been
imposed on the mining industry, the minine
industry to-day would be supporiing thou-
sands of people. And the next to be taken
is the next weakest. We shall have to
give the butter industry protection to ihe
extent of 3d. per lb. If the mad system
conlinues, there will come this predicted
erash in America. 1 helieve we do nol
require to be told it by Norman. Angell;
for we have studied history, and history
teaches what is going to happen. So surc
as night follows day, these things arc
going to happen in Australia. The primarg
industries will be attacked, and one by one
they will go to the wall. When that hap-
pens we shall know whether or not it was
wise to have this great poliev of protee-
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tion. Regretiable as it is to have to say it,
we shall find out whether the thing is good
or bad only by trying it; and only by fail-
ing shall we be able to find it ont. No
economist I have ever read but has agreed
that it is a false economie principle. Yet
the ignorant people—ignorant, I mean,
only in this one narrow scnse—have de-
vided that it shall be the settled policy of
Australia, and in consequence Govern-
ments, Ministers and members of Parlia-
ment have to earry on the policy. We have
for long complimented ourselves on our
high standard of living, but it ecapnot
possibly last much longer unless we over-
turn that great fiseal absurdity, protection.
T have pleasure in supporting the motion.

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.5 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
TWednesday, 10th August, 1927,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TAXATION, ALLOWANCE,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: 1,
Is he aware that the maintensnee allowance
for farm hands under the Workers’ Compen-
sation Aet is 30s, but for taxation purposes
only 20s.7 2, Will he instruct the Taxation
Nepartment te remedy this anomaly?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (for
the Premier) veplied: 1, Yes. 2, iNo, there
is no anomaly. The Taxation Department
allows taxpavers (employers) the actual
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eost of their employees’ maintenance where
proper accounts are kept, or 20s. per week
for maintenanee where no agcounts are kept.
These provisions apply to Federal and State
income tax, and have never been objecteld
to by employers or employees.

QUESTIONS (2)—VERMIN ACT.
Ronus on 1 ild Dogs.

Mr. LINDSAY asked the Hon. H. Mill-
ington (Honorary Minister); 1, On how
many wild dogs was bonns paid? 2, How
much wasg paid for the years 1924-25 and
1925-2619

Hon. H. MILLINGTON replied: 1,
1924-23, 8,910 wild dogs were destroyed, the
honuses for which amounted to £3,219 15-.
2, 1025-26, 6,028 wild dogs were destroved,
the bonuses for whieh nmounted to £2,3%1
15s,

Standard Fence.

Mr. RICHARDSON (for Mr. Latham)
asked the Hon. H. Millington (Honorary
Minister) : Will he give detailed specifica-
tions of a vermin fence that will satisfy
the Chief Inspector and enabie him to issve
a certificate of exemption from vermin tax?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: replied: The
Chief Inspector will grant exemption frowm
the payment of the vermin tax if the fenee,
as per details hereunder, is erected by the
settler :—*A substantial fence with posts not
more than 15 feet apart, hung with rabbit-
proof nretting 42 inches wide, mesh not
arcater than 1% inches, und not less than
18 zauge wire, with not less than 6 inches
of the netlting perpendicular in the ground.
Above the vabbit netting sheep or dog net-
ting 3 feet wide to he hung with a final wire,
making a total height of six feet. The final
two feot of the fence must lean outwards
at an angle of 45 degrees,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
accordance with the Aet,

Hon. H. MILLINGTON:

That is not in

Tt is.

QUESTION—BUTTER, PRESERVA-
TIVES.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Health: 1, Has he noticed that Britain has
prohibited the sale of buiter containing horie
or other preservatives? 2, Will he obtain



